[Gianturco expandable metallic stents in the treatment of superior vena cava syndrome caused by lung cancer].
Treatment of superior vena cava syndrome (SVCS) caused by advanced lung cancer is still controversial. We inserted Gianturco expandable metallic stents (GEMS) in 5 patients with SVCS due to the extension of lung cancer. GEMSs were introduced intravenously through the catheter after intraluminal balloon dilation of the stenotic sites. SVCS was successfully and easily relieved by this method without any significant complication. GEMS placement seems to be a useful alternative to bypass grafting procedure for the treatment of SVCS.